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A Review of ‘Geography’ An International Journal 
 
As noted in the formal letter inviting IRGEE to review the new look “Geography, An International Journal” the 
change is a very bold decision. When I first looked at the appearance of the “new look” journal, my initial 
reaction was that it looked like a magazine and I was not quite sure why the editor of the IRGEA had gone down 
this path. On reading further, I realised that the aim was to “re-energise geography, at all levels of education, 
focusing on closing the gap between school geography and aspects of the discipline in higher education”. 
Suddenly, I could see where the new funky look was coming from and I warmed to it immediately. However, as 
an ex-teacher in England, I was saddened to read a comment by David Lambert that 85 schools in England did 
not have one GCSE (General Certificate in Education) Geography student and the number of graduates was on 
the decline. I was trained to be a geography teacher at The Institute of Education, London by many great tutors 
including David Lambert himself and spent 12 years teaching Geography with passion in various London 
schools receiving a wonderful Ofsted (Office of Standards in Education) report for my endeavours. It is very 
disappointing to read that Geography is on a downward slope and that Ofsted have raised concerns about the 
quality of geography teaching in schools. The launch of this journal is obviously very timely. 
My opinions of the journal are based on the reading of the spring and summer 2008 issues provided and 
basically what I had in mind whilst writing this review was the question – “Is this a useful international journal 
especially when viewed through the lens of a geographer who lives and educates in Queensland, Australia?” 
The first article I read was the editorial by John Morgan and the argument that “geography matters” came across 
very strongly. It was written with passion and invited readers to become as inspired by the subject as he is. The 
rest of the editorial then introduced the content of the issue. The spring issue included relevant and challenging 
articles on various topics particularly those described as of “most pressing contemporary concern”. These 
included a series of articles on climate change, citizenship, redevelopment (London Olympics), no mention 
of Beijing and curriculum developments in geography since the 1970s. Each article included substantive 
literature on the various topics accompanied by excellent visuals – coloured photographs, good diagrams, 
synoptic charts and many other forms of cartographic material. So was the material relevant to me as a teacher 
of Geography in Australia? The answer, quite simply, is yes. 
In Australia, geography is currently incorporated into a subject called Study of Society and Environment in 
primary and middle years, before it becomes a discipline in its own right at the senior phase of learning. In years 
1–10, climate change and globalisation issues are high on the agenda, and even though a lot of the information 
would be above the capacity of a student at this level, I think most teachers would find the articles in this issue 
useful resources. For the senior phase, in Queensland, students in their last year of schooling are only 16 so 
again a lot of the material would be quite challenging. However, with the input of their teacher, the up-to-date 
articles would encourage them to think about the way they live their lives. The maps, diagrams, photographs 
would be interesting stimuli for teachers to develop some of the higher order thinking skills (such as that of 
analysis) on which the Queensland system is based. For teachers in training, I believe this is a journal that they 
should put on their subscription list. The second journal provided for review was a special issue on hazard and 
risk. Once again, the editorial introduced what the rest of the issue was about. This issue included examples of 
various hazards that have happened through time and as said before were presented in a colourful and visual 
format. The resources could be extremely useful as here in Queensland “natural hazards” is a distinct unit within 
the senior program. So once again, the journal is useful in its content. 
However, I do have an issue with the use of the word “international”. How international is this journal? Even 
though there are some case studies that stretch as far as Africa and Asia, most of the examples used are UK-
based. I was surprised that Australia did not even get a mention in the special edition on natural hazards 
considering the continent is prone to almost all types of natural hazard (other than volcanic eruption) many of 
which have resulted in catastrophic disasters. UK geographical educators have been at the forefront of 
international curriculum development for well over a century. Surely there could be more evidence in this 
journal of an international, if not a global focus, than the mere inclusion of a word in the journal’s title and a list 
of international members of the advisory panel, not to mention some help for the international community in 
understanding the peculiarities unique to the English education system. 
 
